28. WATER AND SANI TARY SEWER
SERVI CE AVAI LABI LI TY AND CONNECTI ON
CHARGES

28.01. Findings. The common council of the City of Rochester finds that it is in the

best interest of the city and its inhabitants that, the cost of construction of a water storage
facility, watermain, and sanitary sewer |ine which serves a particular parcel of property should
be borne by the owner of the property which is served, and not the general property
taxpayers of the city. The comon council further finds that in certain instances, because of
rapid urban growth an owner of land served by a water storage facility, watermain or sewer

I'ine has not paid a share of the cost of construction of these facilities. 1In order to preserve
the fiscal integrity of the city, to provide sufficient funds for expansion of existing facilities,
equi tably apportion the cost of construction of water storage facilities, watermins and
sanitary sewer lines anong all |andowners in the city, the comon council finds that a

service availability fee and connection charge should be established for water and sewer

service which is applicable to all lands in the city as provided in Mnn. Stat. 444.075.

28.02 Purpose. The purpose of the service availability fee and connection charge
est abl i shed by section 28.03 of this chapter is to ensure that the City obtains sufficient funds
to pay the cost of construction of water storage facilities, watermains and sanitary sewer |ines
fromthe owners of property served; to reinburse the City for the cost of naking and
supervi sing connection by the property served by said facilities; and to equitably apportion
the cost of construction of said facilities anbng all |andowners served under those

ci rcunmst ances where speci al assessnments cannot be directly |evied against the parcel for the
facilities or where the Council has adopted alternatives to the direct |evying of assessments.
Only funds coll ected as water and sewer connection charges nay be used to pay specia

assessnent abatenments for water and sanitary sewer inprovement.

28.03 Availability Fee and Connection Charge Established. Subdivision 1. A water
service availability fee, in an anpbunt to be determined by resolution of the Common Counci
fromtime to time, is hereby established to apply to any parcel of land in the Cty which
requests to nmake connection to or is connected to the City watermain system and which has
not heretofore been assessed for the construction of a water storage facility.

Subd. 2. A connection charge, in an anpbunt to be determined by resolution of the

Conmon Council fromtime to time, is hereby established to apply to any parcel of land in the
City which hereafter requests to be connected or is connected to the City watermain and
sanitary sewer systens, and has not heretofore been assessed for the construction of

wat ermai n and sanitary sewer lines; to any parcel which is subdivided off froma |arger parce
for which an abatenment was previously approved under Section 28.031; and to any parcel for

whi ch the owner has entered into a contract with the City to pay a fee or charge in exchange
for the right to connect to and use the city facilities.

28.031. Abatenent of Special Assessnents. The common council of the City of

Rochest er recogni zes that public inprovenent projects providing water and sanitary services
to previously devel oped areas may provide a benefit to the public at large by protecting the
city's water resources. The council shall adopt an abatement policy providing for
consi derati on of special assessment abatenents on the basis of environmental remnediation.
Only funds collected as water and sanitary sewer connection charges under the provisions of
this chapter shall be used to pay for abatenents. Funds collected as water service

and



availability fees shall be kept separate fromthe connection charges and shall not be used for
payi ng of f abatement anounts.

28.04 Unpaid Charges. Subdivision 1. A water service availability fee or connection
charge that is not paid within ninety days of the date billed shall be considered delinquent.
On or before October 1 of every cal endar year, the city clerk shall certify any such delinquent
charge, and any other charge which is considered delinquent or unpaid under the provisions
of an assessnent agreenent or utility connection agreenent, to the county auditor and the
same shall be added, with interest at the then legal rate, to the taxes against the land in
question, and collected thereafter as other taxes are collected. Provided, that such
del i nquent fee or charge may, in the discretion of the common council, be billed on the tax
statenments in installments over time, with interest to apply on the unpaid bal ance thereof, at
the rate set forth in the resolution certifying the same to the county auditor for collection.

28.05. Watermain and Sewerrmai n Replacenent. The city council shall, by resolution
adopt a formal watermain and sewermain replacenent policy. The policy shall provide that
the owner of property on which a service |line has been replaced shall be personally liable for
payi ng a service replacenment charge. The service replacenent charge shall be such charge
as determined by the city council by resolution, and the resolution may provide that the
charge is automatically adjusted on an annual basis. As soon as the service has been

conmpl eted and the service replacenent charge determined, a bill shall be mailed to the
owner and thereupon the anount shall be inmedi ately due and payabl e. On or before
Novenber 15 of each year, the city clerk shall list the total unpaid service repl acenent

charges agai nst each separate |lot or parcel to which they are attributable and shall transmt
the sane to the Auditor for collection as a special assessnent pursuant to Mnn. Stat.
Section 429.101. The special assessnents shall be |levied over a five year period with
interest charged at 7.5% annually on the unpai d bal ance.
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